
  Minutes of Hammond Historic District Commission 

January 18, 2017 11:00A.M. 

Hammond City Council Chamber- 312 East Charles 

 

 Meeting called to order by Mr. Ryan Faulk at 11:00am. Verification of meeting notice given. 

  Roll call taken.  Present: Ryan Faulk, Barbara McKaskle, Jessica Shirey, Marguerite Walter, Susan 

Owens and Howard Nichols. Absent- Shauna Seals  

 Approval of minutes from December 21, 2016. Motion to accept by Mrs. Walter Second by Mrs. Shirey. 

Vote taken with unanimous approval 

 Motion to amend the agenda to include public input from Luke Ohlinger by Mr. Nichols. Second by Mrs. 

Shirey. Vote taken with unanimous approval 

 New Business:  

 200 North Railroad- Signage- application presented by Mr. Blake Kinchen. Mr. Kintchen’s application 

was to move the neon sign from his existing business to his new location. The business address 200 North 

Rail Road is not an address that faces the District, but the sign will be mounted to the Morris side of the 

building which does face the district and requires approval. Mrs. Ricketts consulted City Attorney Andre’ 

Coudrain to be certain, and Mr. Coudrain agreed that the sign would need to be approved by the 

Commission based on its placement on the building. Mrs. Owens noted that the application stated that the 

sign would be bolted through the brick wall and asked if it did not need to be specified that it should be 

attached to the mortar. Mrs. Ricketts asked if that was required as this was new construction and not 

historic brick. Mrs. Walter agreed that it should be attached to the mortar, and the applicant assured them 

it would be bolted through the mortar.  

 Motion to accept by Mr. Nichols Second by Mrs. Owens. Vote taken with unanimous approval * Mrs. 

Owens asked that the applicant make a notation that the sign would be bolted to the mortar and initial the 

revision. Mrs. Ricketts made a notation and Mr. Kinchen initial the notation* 

 

 Old Business 

1. 411 West Thomas Street-signage- application presented by Mr. Ngyuen from Pro Signs and Graphic 

of Metairie. Mrs. Ricketts notified the Commission that the position of the sign may need to be 

modified to meet the City sign ordinance and Mrs. Schillace who was in attendance told the 

Commission that to have the proper sight triangles the sign location may need to be moved slightly to 

the West, she also informed them that the materials also needed to comply with the Thomas Morris 

overlay regulations for signage. Mrs. Ricketts informed the Commission that Monica Moreira, the 

sign shop owner had emailed her and clarified that the sign would have a stucco finish. Mr. Faulk 

asked if the measurements and design would be the same. Mr. Ngyuen. Said yes the only things that 

changed was the location that was originally on the corner and it was moved towards the entrance. 

Mrs. Ricketts asked Mrs. Schillace if that was within the City Ordinance. She said she could not tell 

as there was no sight triangle on the drawing. Mrs. Ricketts asked if the Historic District Commission 

could approve the design, and the placement be finalized by planning and zoning when the applicant 

came before them. She said yes that would be possible. Mr. Faulk made a motion to accept the 

application as presented with the notation that sign material is stucco and not metal, an aluminum 

structure with a stucco finish, placement to be confirmed by Planning and Zoning. Second by Mrs. 

Walter. Vote taken with unanimous approval. Mr. Faulk asked if there was any public input on the 

application. Mayor Panepinto commented by thanking the business for their contribution to the 

community.  



 

 

2. 113 North Oak Street- Exterior renovations- Mr. Faulk recused himself and handed the meeting over to 

Vice-Chair Mr. Howard Nichols. Application presented by Pierre Theriot and Jeffery Smith of Holly and 

Smith Architects- Mr. Nichols made a motion to accept the changes that have been produced by 

Holly and Smith for the development of a restaurant at the building is such a significant piece of 

Downtown architecture, and with the proviso, that appropriate screening of the garbage be 

developed, and approved with a later submission. Second by Mrs. McKaskle. Vote taken with 

unanimous approval.  See attached transcription for details  

 

 

3. 116 North Cate Street 

Application presented by Mr. Dan Lambert to raise the iron railing on the façade of the building. He was 

accompanied by his contractor. The plan was to cut off the existing railing and add six inches to it to 

make it safe. The contractor added that it was at 36 inches and it would be raised to 42 to make it safer.  

Mrs. Ricketts asked a procedural question Mr. Lambert had submitted the plan for the railing at the last 

meeting, and it had not been approved, but the remainder of his changes had. There was no application for 

the railing to be reviewed at this current meeting. She asked if the application that had already been 

approved was completed and a new application was required. A COA for the previous application had 

already been approved. Mr. Nichols made a motion to approve the proposal on the submission of another 

form to keep the paper work straight. Mrs. Shirey made the second vote taken with unanimous approval  

Mr. Faulk asked if there was any public input. There was no public input. 

 

 Public input from Mr. Luke Ohlinger about the expansion of the Hammond Historic District. The 

Commission discussed and answered his questions. There were several other residents that also were 

present to discuss the matter. Mrs. Pat Macaluso was concerned that there was information being 

presented that was inaccurate and should be addressed by the Commission. Mr. Nichols suggested a letter 

to the newspaper. Mrs. Shirey thought it best that the Commission not comment on any information as the 

Commission had already made their determination, and there was misinformation from both sides.  

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mrs. Shirey second by Mr. Faulk vote taken with unanimous approval.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transcription of the presentation of an application for exterior renovations to the building at 113 North Oak Street to 

the Hammond Historic District January 18, 2017. Commission members present were, Chairman Mr. Ryan Faulk (RF), 

who as an employee of the architecture firm Holly and Smith, who were presenting the application, recused himself 

from the discussion during the review and the vote. Vice-Chair Mr. Howard Nichols (HN), Mrs. Susan Owens (SO), Mrs. 

Marguerite Walter (MW), Mrs. Barbara McKaskle (BM), and Mrs. Jessica Shirey (JS). Administrative Officer of the 

Commission Mrs. Melanie Ricketts (MR). Architects Pierre Theriot (PT), and Jeffery Smith (Smith). Members of the public 

in attendance also made comments about the application they include, Mr. John Guerin, Mr. Saul Rubio tenant of the 

building, Mr. John Wong, Mr. Jay Hardin, Mr. Greg Drude.  

 

(RF) Moving on, we’ve got 113 North Oak Street, exterior renovations. At this time I’m going to recuse myself and turn it 

over to the Vice Chair. 

(PT) Ok, I’m Pierre Theriot with Holly and Smith architects here representing Mr. Saul Rubio. Our address in 208 North 

Cate Street. Hammond Louisiana. We are coming back to you today with a slightly modified set of drawings, and giving 

you a new rendering from a different angle, and the changes that have been made have been subtractive to what we 

presented last time so I’ll just go down the list and let you know what we deleted. So the fence along Oak Street that 

was in front of the deck, we deleted that, the trellis that you walk under from the parking lot we’ve deleted that, and 

we’ve deleted the changes to the parking lot, we’re going to leave the parking the way it is, and the screen over by 

where, facing the park, the fence we had facing the park we’ve deleted that as well. That was there to screen the 

garbage cans, I think we deleted it because we sensed, I guess some displeasure from the board on that fence so we 

would like to know what you prefer to screen the garbage. We suggest landscaping, boxwood specifically, but the 

entrance ways cut into the bar section are still part of the application, we would like to ask that you approve it as 

submitted. 

(JS) inaudible. 

(PT) Last time you asked about an arborist we’re meeting with John Benton from Bayou Tree Service tomorrow he’s 

going to do a, he’s going to give us recommendations on how to prep and prepare and fertilize the tree.  

MW- Have you talked to the City Arborist at all. 

PT- No, Not yet. 

HN- Did you make any provisions for water. 

PT I suspect he’s going to ask us to do something like that, but I don’t know yet. 

HN- Oh, ok. 

PT- I think he would though want us to provide some kind of irrigation.  

MW- Pierre, did you draw up these plans. 

PT- Not me personally. 

MW Who did draw them up. 

PT Adam (* Adam refers to Mr. Adam Perkins of Dufreche Perkins Landscape Architects). 

MW well he’s not here to ask him. 

PT Well I can answer questions. 

MW- If the part front part of the deck was eliminated would that work? 

PT- Not the whole thing just a portion of it? Which ones? 

MW- That’s what I have a little bit of an issue with This is a notable building one of the few really wonderful Desmond 

buildings left, and I feel like so much in the front there is blocking the architecture of the building and, that to me is a 

problem. I know that’s not the side that traffic is coming on, but still the building it’s self should stand by its self it 

doesn’t have to be that the traffic is going one way or the other.  

SO- So when you walk in from the parking lot you go up to go into the bar area you go up and then back down and what 

is your reason for raising this? 

PT- To get the tree roots.  

SO- definitely for the trees, so if you want to enter the restaurant only you go this way, is that it? 

PT- No, he would prefer to block that door, and not allow entry to that door, the door would stay just the way it is, but 

not used as an entry only an exit for emergency egress. 



 

 


