
Overview

Some original garages and outbuildings survive in the historic district.  Echoes of the materials, details, and roof 
form of the main house are seen on these subsidiary buildings contribute to the architectural character of the 
district.  Also through their siting and relationship to the houses and streets, the accessory buildings contribute to 
the historic character of the district.  Early garages were typically single-bay structures located in the rear yard 
at the end of the driveway. Early storage buildings and sheds were usually small frame structures sited towards 
the back of the rear yard and were generally not visible from the street.

Historic garages and outbuildings that contribute the character of the district should be treated in the 
same manner as the primary historic buildings.  See all other sections for pertinent maintenance and repair 
recommendations.  Any garage or outbuilding that shares similar features and design elements with the main 
building will be considered to contribute to the character of the district.  Aside from the architectural character, 
the original use and history of outbuilding may contribute to the historic character of the district.  Because 
subsidiary buildings are often built of recycled materials, altered, and not well-maintained, it can be difficult 
to assess the true age of such buildings, therefore age alone will not be used as a determinant of whether the 
building is a significant part of the district.  If there is a question as to whether the structure contributes to the 
historic character of the district and therefore must be preserved, a preservation professional or architectural 
historian may be consulted to assess the matter and offer a recommendation for consideration by the 
commission.

Later garages and sheds also exist in the historic district.  Changes or demolition of late twentieth-century 
outbuildings are generally permissible; however each case must be evaluated for its impact on the character 
of the property and district.  That is, significant alterations must also follow considerations for new construction 
and additions.  New garages must be located at the rear of yard in the same relationship to the main building 
as historic garages.  The same design considerations will be applied to garages as to other new construction 
or additions.  See “New Construction, Additions, and Replacement of Loss” section for more information on this 
topic.

Care and Maintenance

Appropriate ways to preserve garages and outbuildings include the following, but always check with the 
Administrative Officer of the Historic District Commission to see if your work will require a COA.

•  Check the condition of all wooden elements regularly for signs of water damage or rot.

•  Maintain a sound paint film on all elements that were traditionally painted.

•  Inspect masonry piers or foundation walls regularly for signs of deterioration or moisture damage.

•  Follow all pertinent guidelines for elements and materials.
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GUIDELINES FOR GARAGES & OUTBUILDINGS

1. Historic, contributing garages and 
outbuildings must be retained and preserved.

2. All architectural features that are character 
defining elements of historic, contributing 
garages and outbuildings must be retained 
and preserved, including foundations, steps, 
roof form, windows, doors, architectural trim, 
and lattices.

3. The guidelines for “Roofs,” “Exterior Walls 
and Trim,” “Windows and Doors,” and 
“Foundations” apply to garages and 
outbuildings as well.  See all pertinent sections 
for applicable guidelines.

4. Modern garage doors shall be decided upon 
on a case-by-case basis.  They must not 
present false historic style inappropriate to the 
property.  Their installation must not detract 
from or damage the historic garage.


