
Overview

Often called the eyes of the building, windows - perhaps more than any other element - define a building’s 
expression.  Their number, size, rhythm of placement, and particularly their design and materials contribute 
significantly to a building’s historic character.  Along with doors, they are also particularly indicative of stylistic 
periods.  Both wood and metal frame windows and doors are found in Hammond’s historic buildings.  Clear glass 
and to a far lesser extent, stained glass appears in both windows and doors.

Sustainability Note

These openings in a building’s exterior also provide opportunity for natural light and ventilation.  In this way, 
historic windows, doors, and shutters are sustainable design features that can facilitate energy savings when 
maintained properly.  Historically, wooden blinds or shutters were functional as well as decorative.  Shutters, 
particularly louvered shutters, were used to control the entry of light and air into historic interiors.  With louvers 
angled to omit solar radiation while channeling air inside, shutters are very effective cooling devices.

Building owners often seek replacement windows in the belief that they will conserve energy.  For this reason, 
some facts about the actual thermal performance of historic wooden windows versus new replacement ones 
are worthy of note.  Contrary to many manufacturers’ claims, the actual payback of a replacement window 
could be as long as a century.  This is because the way that manufacturer figures are shaped does not reflect 
many of the realities of heat loss in actual buildings.  Heat loss through both historic and replacement windows 
primarily occurs because of air infiltration where window sashes meet each other and their casings.  However, 
manufacturers of new windows like to focus on the thermal performance of the glass.  Likewise, the role of 
windows in the thermal performance of the entire building is over emphasized.  Insulating an attic will achieve 
far greater energy saving than replacing windows and it does not adversely affect the historic building.  For 
detailed discussion and research results regarding energy and windows, see Saving Windows, Saving Money: 
Evaluating the Energy Performance of Window Retrofit and Replacement (http://www.preservationnation.org/
information-center/sustainable-communities/green-lab/saving-windows-saving-money/120919_NTHP_windows-
analysis_v3lowres.pdf). 

While replacement windows are not an appropriate way to conserve energy in a historic building, there are steps 
that property owners can take to ensure that their mechanically cooled or heated air – and their money along 
with it – isn’t quite literally flying out the window.  The first way to make sure that windows aren’t energy sieves is to 
keep them well maintained.  Keeping windows well-painted and glazed will go a long way to making sure they 
resist heat loss or gain.  Another important and overlooked aspect of window weatherization is making sure that 
they close property and hardware works.  If windows don’t close completely, remove old paint build-up that may 
be hindering them and remedy any other defects.  Meeting rails of double hung sash should align.  Once closed, 
make sure that the window lock works to keep the window unit fully closed.

Storm windows are an extremely effective way to improve thermal performance at window openings.  By adding 
to the window unit another layer of glass with an air pocket between, storm windows act much like the insulated 
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glass of replacement windows.  In addition, they too can be fitted with low-e glass or existing glass can be 
laminated.  Today, there are many storm windows that are manufactured specifically for historic buildings.  An 
internet search for “storm windows for historic buildings” will produce several manufacturer websites.  Unlike 
the protruding triple track storm windows that many of us are most familiar with, low-profile storm windows with 
narrow frames can appear nearly invisible when installed.  Storm windows can also be installed on the interior to 
avoid any exterior diminishing of historic character altogether.  

Storm windows also offer protection from the weather.  A primary window that is protected by a storm window will 
require far less maintenance than an exposed one.  Window screens add to the function of windows by keeping 
insects out while letting fresh air in.  Both storm windows and window screens have been in use in the United 
States since at least the nineteenth century.  They were particularly common building features in the first half of 
the twentieth century, before the advent of air-conditioning and more efficient heating systems.  With the use 
of storms and screens, homes were more comfortable in all seasons.  The storm and screen windows of this era 
differ from the metal triple-track storm and screens of the later part of the century.  In the early twentieth century, 
storm windows and screens were typically simple wooden frames with rails that aligned with the meeting rail of 
the double-hung windows.  They were sized to fit exactly into the window casings and secured with hardware 
that allowed them to be switched seasonally. Screens like this can still be found in the district and on other historic 
properties in the city.  Storm windows of this vintage – if they survive – are more likely to be found stored in a 
garage or attic than on a building.  New versions of this style of storm window are also available today.  See the 
windows chapter of the book Green Restorations: Sustainable Building and Historic Homes by Aaron Lubeck for 
some examples of storm window applications. Standard triple track storm windows exist on some buildings in the 
district.  These are not preferable because their deep profile does change the appearance of the windows, but 
they are acceptable as long as their division aligns with that of the historic window.  There are many variables 
in storm windows and selection should depend on how they will be used in conjunction with operation of the 
window and how they will impact the building.  Finally, one other very simple way to insulate windows is to hang a 
curtain.  There are heavy insulating curtains on the market, but even lighter fabrics will help prevent heat transfer 
through windows.

Care and Maintenance

Appropriate ways to preserve windows, doors, and shutters include 
the following, but always check with the Administrative Officer of 
the Historic District Commission to see if your work will require a COA.

• Maintain a sound paint film on all wooden windows and   
 doors.

• Maintain caulking and glazing putty to prevent air or water  
 infiltration around glass.

• Weatherstrip windows and doors if appropriate to prevent   
 moisture and air infiltration.

• Check sills and thresholds to ensure that water runs off and   
 does not collect.

• Monitor the condition of wooden windows and doors.

• Keep hardware in operable condition.

• Replace cracked glass with glass or same color, thickness,   
 vintage and /or type of manufacture.
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are not damaged or obscured.  Any major hor-
izontal or vertical dividing bars of the storm win-
dows shall be aligned with the horizontal or ver-
tical dividers of the windows and frames. On 
double hung windows, the horizontal dividers 
of the storm windows must align with the meet-
ing rails of the window sash. The finish should be 
a color appropriate to the color of the build-
ing.

9. New storm or screen doors should incorporate 
full glazed panels in to maximize the view of the 
existing door. Storm or screen doors must be in-
stalled so that the existing door and frame are 
not damaged or obscured.  Storm or screen 
doors should be painted to match the building 
or trim

10. If fabric window or door awnings are historically 
appropriate, install them so that architectural 
features are not concealed and historic mate-
rials not damaged.  Select colors appropriate 
to the color of the building. Aluminum window 
awnings are not recommended.  See separate 
awnings and canopies section for further dis-
cussion of commercial type awnings.

11. Transparent glazing in windows or doors may 
not be replaced with tinted glazing.

12. Transparent or translucent glazing shall not be 
painted except with temporary signage.  See 
signage section for details.

13. Application of low-e coatings is permitted as 
long as it is clear, not tinted.

14. Existing window or door openings must not be 
filled or altered if it would diminish the historic 
character of the building.  It is not appropriate 
to replace or cover glazing with plywood.

15. New windows or doors must not be introduced 
where they would diminish the original design 
of the building or damage historic materials 
and features. New windows and doors must 
be compatible with existing units in proportion, 
shape, positioning, location, pattern, size, ma-
terials, and details.

16. Front doors or matching storm or screen doors 
that were historically stained or varnished shall 
not be painted unless they have been so sub-
stantially patched as to destroy the natural ap-
pearance of the wood.

1. Original windows, doors, and shutters must be re-
tained and preserved to the fullest extent possi-
ble.  This includes all wood and metal sash, glass, 
and hardware.

2. Openings and details of windows and doors, 
such as trim, casings, lintels, sills, and thresholds 
must be retained and preserved to the fullest ex-
tent possible.

3. Original windows, doors, and associated ele-
ments should be repaired by dutchman repairs 
(infill that replaces only the damaged are and 
uses the same material), consolidating, or other-
wise reinforcing deteriorated sections.

4. If replacement of a piece of a window or door 
element is necessary, only the deteriorated por-
tion should be replaced while all else must be 
retained.  The replacement section must match 
the original in size, scale, proportion, profile, ma-
terials, and detail.

5. If replacement of an entire door or window is 
required because of total loss or irreparable 
deterioration as determined by a preservation 
professional, the replacement must match the 
original exactly in profile, dimensions, finish, and 
etc.  Replacement of windows and doors with 
stock items that do not fill the original openings 
or duplicate the unit in size, material, and design 
is not permitted.  

6. Replacement of absent shutters must be sized to 
window openings. Replacement shutters, must 
match the appearance, size, design, propor-
tions and profiles of the historic shutters.  Com-
parable detailed drawings of both the historic 
and proposed replacement shutters shall be re-
viewed.  Documentary, physical, or pictorial evi-
dence shall substantiate replacement of missing 
shutters.  If the proposed shutters are made of 
a material other than wood, the applicant shall 
submit detailed drawings as described above, 
manufacturer’s literature, and a sample of the 
proposed shutter.

7. Historic storm windows, screens, storm doors, and 
screen doors should be retained and preserved.

8. New storm windows for thermal improvement 
are encouraged.  They must be “full view” or 
“broken” in an unobtrusive manner.  They must 
be installed so that existing windows and frames 
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