
Overview

Hammond’s commercial district has 
displayed a variety of awnings since its 
early years.  The use of flat, solid-material 
canopies held by metal chain or bar supports, 
although of a later period, also has historical 
precedence.  Both are essential features of 
the district’s historical character.  They are 
also functional accoutrements that provide 
shelter from sun and rain to merchandise and 
people alike. Historic awning and canopy 
materials include fabric, wood, and metal.  
Because awnings and canopies are so 
exposed to the elements, they often require 
repair or replacement sooner than other 
elements.  It is not unusual for a building to 
have possessed many canopies and awnings 
of different materials and designs through the 
years.  Therefore, while replication of existing 
design and materials is encouraged, there 
is greater tolerance for changes to many 
awning and canopies.  Historic examples should be 
used when making an argument for any change to 
design.  Some awnings and canopies are character 
defining features.  Those of the Morgan & Lindsey 
are one example.  Features such as these must be 
preserved to the fullest extent possible.
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GUIDELINES FOR AWNINGS AND CANOPIES

1. All original awnings and flat canopies should be 
retained and preserved to the fullest extent pos-
sible.  Original awnings and canopies that are 
character defining features must be retained 
and preserved to the fullest extent possible.

2. Where an awning or flat canopy has existed 
historically, an awning or flat canopy must be 
retained.

3. If an awning or flat canopy must be replaced, 
it must be determined whether the design be-
ing replaced is character defining.  The histor-
ic district commission will consider this in the 
course of review.  An awning or canopy that 
is determined to be character defining must 
be replaced in-kind (with the same design, di-
mensions, and all contributing materials and 
features).  Replacement materials may be con-
sidered if the difference will not be discernible.  
Awnings or flat canopies not determined to be 
character defining may be replaced in-kind 
or in keeping with other historic examples.  For 
design substitutions, documentation of historic 
precedent of that design must be presented 
with the application.

4. Any new designs for awnings or flat canopies 
must not irreversibly damage or alter the build-

ing or obscure character defining architectural 
features. The awning or flat canopy should be 
in scale with the building.  When placed over 
the storefront, the awning should not exceed 
the width of the building façade.  So as not to 
obscure design elements of the upper stories, 
the awnings should not extend over 1’ above 
the top of the storefront, and should hang no 
lower than 7 ft. 6 in. over the sidewalk.

5.  Retractable awnings shall be permitted as long 
as they meet all of the above guidelines in that 
when extended, they match a historic prece-
dent and their installation does not irreversibly 
alter or damage the building or obscure char-
acter defining features.  In addition, the ap-
pearance when retracted must not detract 
from the historic character of the building.

6.  A wide variety of colors are acceptable for aw-
nings, however very bright colors, and partic-
ularly fluorescents are to be avoided because 
they can distract from the rest of the historic 
ensemble. In addition, it should be noted that 
reflections off of the bright surfaces can be dis-
turbing to occupants of second floor spaces in 
facing buildings.


