
Overview

The pattern, the scale, the texture, the color, and the detail of historic wall materials provide distinctiveness 
and scale to buildings.  Details such as corner boards, brackets, and quoins, also add character to historic 
building exteriors.  The heart of Hammond’s historic district is commercial.  Commercial buildings from the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries display a variety of façade treatments.  These buildings used 
their exterior appearance to advertise and entice would be patrons and customers.  Thus, more so than in 
residential designs, each building became an independent statement.  As noted by Richard Longstreth in The 
Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American Commercial Architecture, “The commercial center became a 
collage, a panoply of competing images embodying the rivalry of the marketplace.”  Thus the preservation 
of the great variety of materials, textures, and details of Hammond’s historic storefronts is essential to the 
preservation of Hammond’s character.  

Traditional materials used were clear glass, brick, wood and decorated pressed iron and tin.  It is encouraged 
that the use of these materials, rather than materials developed after the date of construction, be used in 
restoration or rehabilitation of a building.  Use of aluminum or vinyl siding, smoked glass, mirrored glass, and 
wood shakes on storefronts or facades shall not be permitted. Facades finished in decorative metal are 
extremely difficult to replace and should be preserved if at all possible.  Recent additions obscuring these 
facades should be removed taking care not to destroy what pressed metal may remain underneath.

Remaining original storefronts should not be altered, but rather repaired and preserved.  Restoration of 
storefronts that have been altered is encouraged provided that enough original material and documentation 
remains to make the restoration feasible without substantially recreating a long removed incarnation.  
Storefronts that were substantially remodeled more than fifty years in the past should be respected as historic 
changes.  In these cases, where the overall design dates from an interim remodeling and this remodeling 
enhances the historical character of the Hammond Historic District, restoration should conform to the period 
of remodeling and not the date of construction.  In this manner, the Historic District will continue to reflect a 
dynamic history rather than attempting to return to a set period of time.  The latter is never possible, nor is it 
desirable as it would falsify the actual evolution of the town’s built environment.

Although the core of Hammond’s Historic District is commercial, its residential buildings are no less important 
to the character of the town.  Small and large, elaborate and plain, the individual houses and multiple-unit 
dwellings of Hammond represent the gamut of American architectural styles, plans, and forms dating from the 
late nineteenth century through the twentieth century.  As with their commercial counterparts, their remaining 
materials, details and overall design are essential parts of the district’s collective character.  Plain wood 
weatherboards, novelty wood weatherboards, wood shakes, stucco, and brick are all a part of Hammond’s 
residential material palette.  

Less common, but also dating to the historic period is asbestos siding.  Asbestos shingles are a durable material 
and do not pose a health risk in place.  When they are removed, however, proper containment and disposal of 
the hazardous material must occur.  Therefore, for health and expense factors, as well as for preservation of the 
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historic character, it makes sense to retain asbestos shingles.  Broken shingles may be individually replaced.  If a 
stock of extra shingles was not maintained on the property, good matches for replacement can generally be 
found through online sources

Care and Maintenance

Appropriate ways to preserve exterior walls, trim, and cornices include the following, but always check with the 
Administrative Officer of the Historic District Commission to see if your work will require a COA.

• Inspect walls regularly for signs of deterioration or moisture damage.

• Keep all joinery adequately sealed to avoid moisture damage.

• Maintain a sound paint film on all elements that were traditionally painted.

• Eliminate any vegetation that may cause structural damage, or that may hinder ventilation and    
 surface drainage, thus inviting damage from moisture, mildew, fungi, or insects. (Apply directly to plant   
 materials, being sure that spray or drips do not contact building materials as this can introduce soluble   
 salts and be deleterious.)

• Maintain gutters and downspouts to avoid moisture damage to walls.

• High pressure washing is strongly discouraged as it can readily dislodge and damage historic fabric.

• Waterproof coatings and other coatings with low vapor permeability are not recommended because   
 they often trap moisture within the building materials promoting, rather than preventing deterioration.

1. The original shape, form, height, materials, 
and details of historic exterior walls must be 
preserved to the fullest extent possible.  This in-
cludes all architectural features that are char-
acter-defining elements of exterior walls, such 
as bays, cornices, storefronts, arches, quoins, 
corner boards, and brackets.

2. The removal and replacement of sound histor-
ic material is strictly prohibited.

3. If replacement of a wall element or detail is 
necessary due to irreparable deterioration as 
determined by a preservation professional, re-
placement must be limited to just the deterio-
rated element or portion of the element.

4. If replacement of any aspect of an exterior 
wall is determined by a preservation profes-
sional to be necessary, the replacement ma-
terial(s) must match the historic materials in 
composition, size, shape, color, pattern, and 
texture to the fullest extent possible.  Substitute 
materials should only be considered if the origi-
nal materials are not technically feasible.  Fiber 
cement siding may be considered in select sit-
uations if it matches the original wood exactly 

in dimensions and profile, however the use of 
wood is always preferred and must be consid-
ered first.  Applications for use of alternative 
materials must present a comparison with the 
use of the original material and reasons for se-
lecting a different material.

5. New vents and mechanical connections 
through historic walls must be located on 
non-character defining walls or inconspicuous-
ly on side or rear walls where they will not be 
visible from the street.

6. New wall features, such as vents, bays, and 
door or window openings, must not be intro-
duced if they would diminish the original de-
sign of the wall or damage historic wall materi-
als.

7. Unpainted wall materials that were historically 
not painted or coated shall not be painted or 
coated.

8.   Waterproof coatings and other coatings with 
low vapor permeability shall be avoided be-
cause they often trap moisture within building 
materials, promoting rather than preventing 
deterioration.
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9. Brick, cast stone, wood or other historic clad-

ding material and trim may not be replaced or 
covered with a substitute cladding materials 
such as aluminum siding, vinyl siding, or brick 
veneer.  It is never acceptable to remove and 
replace sound historic siding, trim, or features.

10. If 50% or more of the existing artificial siding on 
a structure, element (porch, garage, balcony, 
entryway), or combination thereof is deterio-
rated to the degree of needing replacement, 
the artificial siding shall be removed complete-
ly and the original material, if present shall be 
restored.  If there is no surviving original clad-

ding or if the remaining materials are deter-
mined by a historic preservation professional 
to be deteriorated to the point of being un-
salvageable, replacement with an alternate 
material may be considered.  Alternative 
cladding material may be considered only if 
it matches the original exactly in dimensions 
and profile, however the use of historic mate-
rials  is always preferred and must be consid-
ered first.  Applications for use of alternative 
materials must present a comparison with the 
use of original material type and reasons for 
selecting a different material.
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