
Overview

Roofs literally stand above all else in ensuring the preservation of a building’s structure.  They form the top of 
the building envelope and primarily function to keep the building dry.  Maintenance of the roof is essential 
to protecting the building and avoiding demolition by neglect, which is strictly prohibited as outlined by the 
Unified Development Code #14-5364 Article 8.1.20 .  

Roofs are defined by their forms and their materials.  Gable and hip are the common roof forms of residential 
buildings.  Whether they are low in slope, or steep, they are the crown of the building and as important to its 
historic appearance as to its material integrity.  Among Hammond’s commercial buildings, flat roofs prevail.  
When surrounded by a parapet (a low extension of the wall above the roofline) the roof disappears from view.  
Even this removal from view is essential to the historic architectural design of the building.  The addition of a 
sloped roof to historically flat roofed building is as defacing as the replacement of a sloped roof with a flat roof.

Eaves are another key feature of roof design.  Deep eaves characterize some architectural styles, while others 
feature shallow eave lines.  Changing the depth of an eave adversely affects the historic character of a 
building and is to be avoided.

Hammond’s historic roofing materials include wood, terracotta tile, metal, and tar.  Asphalt and asbestos tile 
are later materials commonly found in the historic district.  Because roofs serve the function of protecting the 
building structure from the direct assault of rain and sun, they suffer the deteriorating effects of these elements 
directly.  It is expected that all roofing will have to be replaced at some point. How many years it will survive 
before requiring replacement depends on the material.  Slate and tile roofs have the longest lifespan and also 
the greatest architectural impact.  Therefore, these materials should be considered character defining aspects 
of the roof to be preserved or replaced in-kind to the fullest extent possible.

Asphalt composition shingles are by far the most common existing material on sloped roofs.  For most buildings, 
this is not the original type of roof.  The asphalt shingles will never look exactly like the original material, but care 
should be taken to choose a product or a color and appearance that is compatible with the historic character 
of the building.  Imitation of materials that would not have originally been applied to the building is to be 
avoided.

Sustainability Note  

Natural materials are often the more sustainable choice because they require less processing, however life 
cycle, and transportation are also part of the equation when considering environmental impact.  Slate and 
terracotta both excel in terms of the materials that go into them and their longevity after production and 
installation.

Asphalt shingles are a less natural choice, but often a more economically feasible and popular.  It should be 
understood that not all asphalt shingles are the same, however in relation to environmental impact. There are 
now many “cool roof” asphalt shingles on the market. These products are engineered to provide a high level 
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of solar reflectance which translates into cooler attic temperatures and cooler overall house temperatures, 
which is certainly desirable in southeastern Louisiana. Most of these products come with an Energy Star rating.  
Residents are encouraged to use sustainable building materials, but as with any other shingle, the color and 
appearance must be approved by the historic district commission.  For discussion of solar panels on roofs, see 
the utilities retrofit section.

Flat roofs (roofs with such a low pitch that they are nearly flat) are typically covered with rolled asphalt roofing 
or built up tar or asphalt and aggregate. Though built-up roofing has been in use since the 19th century, 
copper and terne plate were also used historically on flat roofs, particularly in smaller residential applications.

Terne is not a familiar roofing product today, but there are contemporary terne products available. Old terne 
roofs were composed of a lead and tin alloy coating over steel plates. Today’s terne uses zinc instead of lead 
and is a safe, environmentally sound, and durable material. 

Because flat roofs are generally not visible from the public way, the appearance of their replacement materials 
does not have the same impact on the historic character of the property and surrounding area. Therefore most 
replacement roofing materials are considered acceptable for flat roofs. 

Sustainable options that may be considered for flat roofs are cool roofs and living roofs. Unlike for sloped roofs, 
lighter material cool roofs may be acceptable for flat roofs as long as they are not visible from the public way. 
Cool and living roofs can be particularly beneficial in terms of energy savings for large flat-roofed commercial 
buildings. Living roofs may be acceptable options for flat roofs if the vegetation is carefully selected to be 
discreet and does not to detract from any public view of the historic property.  Living roof projects should 
only be undertaken with consultation from an expert because the load the plant materials will impose on the 
structure needs to be carefully calculated.  Likewise, plant materials and their future maintenance needs must 
be planned with the utmost care.

Care and Maintenance

Appropriate ways to preserve roofing include the following, but always check with the Administrative Officer of 
the Historic District Commission to see if your work will require a COA.

• Repair leaks promptly to limit subsequent damage to the roof and building.

• Provide temporary protection to a leaking roof before repairs.

• Clean gutters and downspouts regularly.

• Eliminate any vegetation that may cause deterioration of the roof, the gutters, or the downspouts by   
 cutting back branches and vines.

• Replace deteriorated flashing with first quality flashing.

• Inspect the roof sheathing from the attic for signs of insect infestation or moisture damage.

• Provide adequate ventilation of the attic space to prevent condensation.

• Provide adequate anchorage for roofing materials to guard against wind and moisture damage.
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GUIDELINES FOR ROOFS
1. The original shape, line, pitch, and overhang 

of historic roofs must be retained. The major-
ity of Hammond’s historic commercial build-
ings are rectangular with a very slightly sloped 
roof.  Roofs retaining their original shape are to 
be maintained, and where roof shapes have 
been altered, restoration to the original shape 
is encouraged.  Most roofs appear flat on 
commercial buildings in Hammond, with only 
enough slope to allow for proper drainage.  
Sharply sloping roofs are not permitted for re-
placement of flat roofs.  

2. All architectural features that are charac-
ter-defining elements of the roof, such as par-
apets, cupolas, chimneys, dormers, cornices, 
brackets, and turrets must be preserved and 
retained.

3. Historic roofing materials must be preserved 
and retained whenever possible. If replace-
ment is necessary, new material that match-
es the historic material in composition, size, 
shape, color, pattern, and texture shall be 
used.  Re-roofing a house with similar materials 
is generally considered a Minor Work that can 
be approved by City staff with a MW-COA.  
Substitute roofing materials may be considered 
if the original material is not technically feasi-
ble or if the roof was replaced with a non-his-
toric material, such as asphalt shingle prior to 
designation of the district.  Greater latitude in 
roofing material choice shall be extended for 
re-roofing of flat roofs not visible from public 
way.  

4. Non-historic functional appurtenances such as 
roof ventilators, solar attic fans, satellite dish-
es, and solar collectors must be located on 
non-character defining and inconspicuous lo-
cations where they will not be noticeable from 
the street. It is not appropriate to locate them 
on front or street elevations.  The construction 
of aerials or antennas of any type within the 
historical district are prohibited without the ex-
press approval of the historic district commis-
sion.

5. Roofing materials that were historically not 
coated should not be painted or coated.

6. Concealed, or built-in gutters should generally 
not be replaced with exposed gutters.

7. New roof features, such as skylights and dor-
mers must be installed on a discrete slope of 
the roof hidden from the public in a manner 
that avoids loss or damage to historic features 
and minimizes the impact on the historic char-
acter of the property.  The use of tubular or 
tunnel skylight in encouraged because these 
designs maximize light delivery to the interior 
with minimal disruption to the structure.

8. Vents, including soffit vents and low-profile 
ridge vents must be installed in a manner that 
does not diminish the original design of the roof 
or destroy historic roofing materials and details.  

9. Historic chimney flues should be retained and 
preserved.  Open chimney tops may be pro-
tected from animals, debris, and rain by the 
installation of discrete, low profile vented caps 
or screens.  Concrete caps should be avoided 
because they contribute to moisture issues in 
chimneys by restricting air circulation.

10. If new gutters and downspouts are neces-
sary, they must be installed so that no origi-
nal architectural features of the structure are 
damaged or lost.  Replacement gutters and 
downspouts should be coated with paint or a 
baked-enamel finish in a color appropriate to 
the color of the house, unless they are made 
of copper. They shall match historic size and 
profile whenever possible.
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