
Demolition of a structure is an irreversible step and should only be pursued if 
there is no viable way to save the building.  Every possible alternative must 
be exhausted before demolition is considered. Demolition should only be 
considered when the structure has been rendered unsalvageable as de-
termined by a preservation professional and/or becomes a public safety 
hazard.  Property owners should be aware that failure to maintain a the 
structural integrity of a building can be considered demolition by neglect.  
The Unified Development Code #14-5364 Article 8.1.20 outines the prohibi-
tion against demolition by neglect in the historic district.  

Once a historic resource is destroyed all of the connections to the past and other benefits it lent to its community 
are lost forever. In considering demolition, the property owner and the Commission must give careful thought to 
the following questions:
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• Might another site serve the purpose equally well?
• Might the existing building be adapted to meet the owner’s needs?
• Might the property be sold to someone willing to use the existing building?
• Might the existing building he moved to another site?

In reviewing a request to demolish a building in the district, the commission also considers whether the proposed 
demolition will adversely affect other historic buildings in the district or the overall character of the district.  

The commission opposes demolition when no subsequent use has been proposed for the site. When considering 
demolition of a historic building, the property owner must work closely with the commission in reviewing all alter-
natives.

5  .DEMOLITION OR 
RELOCATION OF BUILDINGS

DEMOLITION 

756. Demolition or Relocation of Buildings

CHAPTER CONTENTS

Demolition   75

Relocation   77

1. Demolition shall be avoided by any feasible 
means.  Property owners shall work with the 
Historic District Commission to find alterna-
tives to demolition. Alternatives may include:
- relocation
- sale to an entity that is willing to restore it 

or
- restoration through state and federal tax 

incentives 

2. If the Historic District Commission determines 
that there is no viable alternative to demoli-

tion, the following steps shall be taken:

a. A permanent record of the buildings shall 
be created before demolition.  The record 
shall consist of digital photographs and other 
documents, such as drawings, that describe 
the architectural character and the special 
features of the building.  The commission de-
termines on a case-by-case basis the precise 
documentation of a specific building that is 
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required and the person who is responsible 
for producing that documentation.  The 
documentation must be submitted for re-
view by the commission before the demo-
lition.  The record is retained by the City of 
Hammond.

b. All salvageable materials and potential 
buyers or recipients of salvaged materi-
als must be identified.  The removal of all 
salvageable building materials before 
demolition is encouraged, and may be 

required depending on the significance of 
the building.

c. A site plan illustrating proposed building 
construction, landscaping, parking, and 
any other site development to be complet-
ed after demolition must be submitted.

d. The structure must be cleared quickly and 
thoroughly once the commission has grant-
ed approval to proceed with demolition.



Relocation of a historic building or any building within the historic district should be carefully deliberated.  A his-
toric building should be moved only if all other preservation options have been exhausted.  Relocation often re-
sults in a loss of integrity of setting and environment that compromises the significance of the relocated building.  
Consequently, relocation of a property in the National Register of Historic Places may result in its removal from the 
register.  However, relocation of a building or a portion of a building can be desirable alternative to demolition.

In reviewing a request to move a building within the district, the commission considers whether the proposed re-
location will adversely affect other historic buildings in the district or the overall character of the district.

Moving buildings into the historic district or relocating them within it should be based on thorough planning and 
meet the guidelines for new construction with regard to architectural compatibility, siting, orientation, and land-
scaping.
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5. If a structure is moved to a site within the his-
toric district:

- Assess the architectural compatibility of the 
relocated structure with adjacent buildings 
according to the guidelines for new con-
struction.

- Review the proposed siting, setback, land-
scaping, and other site-specific treatments 
according to pertinent guidelines.

- Ensure that the relocation will not damage 
existing historic buildings or the character 
of the district.

1. Document original site conditions before mov-
ing the structure. Use photographs and other 
written or graphic items such as site plans to 
record the original setting.

2. Assess the structural condition of the building 
before moving it, to minimize damage during 
the move.

3. Work with contractors experienced in success-
fully moving historic buildings.

4. Protect the building from weather damage 
and vandalism during the relocation.
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