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73 5. Site Features and District Standards

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC SPACES
A. Streets and Sidewalks – A goal inherent 

in recommendations for improvement of 
streets and sidewalks is the increased phys-
ical and psychological separation of the 
automobile and the pedestrian.  The groups 
can function in greater harmony if there is a 
clear demarcation of boundaries between 
them.
1. Widths – Streets in the area should be 

made no wider than they presently are.  
Sidewalks, presently ten to twelve feet in 
width, might be enlarged in those areas 
where on-street parking is not allowed, 
to allow for the placement of trees and 
seating.

 
2.  Elevation of Streets and Sidewalks – Even 

a minimal amount of difference in eleva-
tion between the sidewalk and the street 
can bring about an important visual and 
psychological separation.  A sidewalk 
should be raised at least four inches 
above the elevation of the street.

3. Material – The preferred material for both 
sidewalks and streets is brick.  There are 
increasingly effective simulated brick 
products on the market that might be 
economically feasible.  It is suggested 
that the materials used in the sidewalks 
differ from those used in the streets, to 
increase the psychological separation 
between the two.  Uniformity in the visual 
appearance of the sidewalks should be 
encouraged.  An acceptable, although 
less preferred material, is exposed ag-
gregate.

4. Street Accessories – Should match the 
existing accessories.

a. Street Furniture – Provisions should be 
made for placement of occasional 
seating, constructed in such a manner 
as to blend into the character of the 
historic district. Public street furniture 
such as benches, trash receptacles, 
fountains or the like shall be designed 

to enhance and blend in with the sur-
roundings.  These elements should not 
stand out and attract undue amounts 
of attention to themselves or their func-
tions.

b. Fencing – Any fencing should be of 
natural materials, either brick, painted 
wood or iron, and no more than 6’ high.  
Material and design must be approved.

c. Street Lighting – Earliest lighting of streets 
was electric, with fixtures as shown that 
were suspended from existing poles.  
Ideally, any new street light to be intro-
duced could be modeled off this de-
sign while using modern fixtures.   In later 
years, pedestrian scaled fixtures were 
placed around the city.  They were stan-
dard heavy scaled urban light posts of 
cast exposed aggregate concrete with 
glass fixtures on top.  Remaining lights 
can be seen on the 100 block of South 
Oak Street in Hammond.  Low voltage 
systems are recommended.  Security 
lighting should be considered on an in-
dividual basis.

d. Power Lines – Reduce proliferation of 
lines by putting lines underground or be-
hind buildings.  Consolidate lines wher-
ever possible.  Require, by law, that all 
new lines be placed underground if 
placement of all lines is economically 
feasible.

B.  Parking Lots – All parking lots which border 
streets in the historic district should be screened 
through plantings of trees or shrubs.  In situa-
tions where space is unavailable, natural ma-
terial fencing may be used.
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