
Overview

Original residential driveways in the historic district are typically composed of brick or concrete wheel strip with 
or grass or permeable brick paving between.  New driveways should be compatible with existing driveways 
in spacing, width, configuration, and paving material.  They should be introduced in locations that do not 
compromise historic site features, including landscaping, walkways, and retaining walls.

Large scale off-street parking areas are of course a modern convenience that was not a historic aspect of the 
district. The introduction of off-street parking must be weighed carefully and should only be considered if the 
parking area can be located unobtrusively in the rear yard or rear side yard, can be visually screened from the 
street and adjoining properties, will not destroy the character of the site by eliminating significant landscape 
features or significant open spaces.  Screening of existing park lots is also encouraged.  All off-street parking 
must comply with city ordinances.  

Proposals for new driveways or off-street parking areas must provide the commission with scaled site plans, 
including all landscape and groundcover changes and information on any proposed lighting.

DRIVEWAYS & OFF-STREET PARKING 

695. Site Features and District Standards

GUIDELINES FOR DRIVEWAYS AND OFF-STREET PARKING

1. The historic configuration and materials of ex-
isting driveways and alleys must be retained 
and preserved whenever possible.

2. New driveways must conform with the spac-
ing, the width, the configuration, and the ma-
terials of existing driveways.  Driveway designs 
that combine wheel strips with permeable 
centers are encouraged, both for their historic 
appropriateness and for management of rain 
water.

3. New driveways must be located so that a 
minimum of alteration to historic site features, 
such as landscaping, walkways, and retaining 

walls, is necessary.  Damage to historic curbs 
and sidewalks must be avoided.

4. New parking areas must be located as unob-
trusively as possible in an area screened from 
public view.

5. Locating off-street parking in residential front 
yards is not permitted.

6. For new parking areas, paving material com-
patible with traditional paving materials for 
driveways in the district must be used. Perme-
ability should be maximized.
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GUIDELINES FOR DRIVEWAYS AND OFF-STREET PARKING (cont.)

7. All new parking areas must be screened from 
adjoining properties with fencing or shrubbery.

8. Existing mature trees must incorporated into 
new parking areas, and new trees introduced 
to maintain the tree canopy.

9. Large off-street parking areas encompassing 
so much of the rear yard that the residential 
character of the site is lost are not permitted.

10. New driveways and parking areas may not di-
rectly abut the principal structure.

11. In lighting parking areas, follow the guidelines 
for exterior lighting in the district.

12. Design lighting levels for safety. Use unobtru-
sive, directional lighting fixtures to avoid spill-
ing light unto adjacent properties. For nonresi-
dential parking areas, use lighting fixtures that 
turn off automatically after business hours, if 
possible.


