
  

 

 

Engaging community in 'inclusion'

By SHAUNA SEALS

A grave located in the Peter Hammond family gravesite on Charles Street in Hammond, under 
tree bears the marker: Unnamed Slave Boy.

For decades, the gravesite has remained virtually unnoticed. However, over the years, efforts h
made, discussions have been had and records have been searched, all in an effort to the find t
this individual.

Recently, a name was found, Gaston, that appears to be the name of the unnamed individual.

Mayor Panepinto has pledged to replace the marker of the Unnamed Slave Boy with something
respects the life of the individual who lies in that grave.

The Hammond Historic District Commission, on which I serve, has been charged with leading t
replace the marker.

The simple overall plan the commission has is to:

1. Host a wreath-laying ceremony at the gravesite at noon on Wednesday (All Saints Day) to h
individual who has laid there without much recognition for more than 150 years.

2. Solicit the help of the community to find out more about this individual -- in particular to confi

3. Plan a ceremony to celebrate the replacement of the marker.

Wednesday's graveside ceremony is designed to be a solemn occasion that acknowledges Ga
remains and celebrates the relationship that resulted in Gaston being included in the Hammond
eternal burial space.

Immediately after the wreath-laying ceremony, attendees will be invited to the council chamber
more information about the overall project and how the community can help.

We are fine-tuning the research effort. We want to make this as easy as possible for people to 
There are things that can be done from home (i.e., online research, interview your family memb
phone calls, etc.) as well as opportunities for face- to-face interaction with others (library resea
history interviews, visit significant points of interest, etc.)

We have noted historians involved. Mr. Howard Nichols is a member of the commission. Ms. A
Harrell and I have been working together to collect stories of individuals and families. Dr. Samu
his staff at the Center for Southeast Louisiana Studies are on board and ready to assist in the e

Actually, we all are historians, because we all have a story. 

I see this as a huge opportunity to bring people together and create a more inclusive communit
Hammond.

Wouldn't it be great if Hammond could ignite a "Movement of Inclusion" that spread throughout
throughout the state, the nation, and the world. After all, it is a small world.

For more information, please call the Hammond Historic District Commission at (985) 277-5684
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Shauna Seals is a member of the Hammond Historic District Commission.
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