
Overview

Fences and walls are important constructed features of the landscape that help define the context of the site for 
a historic building.  Within a historic neighborhoods the repetition of fences or walls also provides a strong sense of 
continuity to the streetscape.  Wood, cast iron, and wrought iron were all traditional fence materials, just as stone 
and brick were popular wall materials.  The selection of material and design often related to the architectural 
style of the house.

In Hammond’s historic district, historic fences and walls are not common features.  Wooden picket fences in a 
variety of patterns are the most typical fence type.  However, there are a few cast-iron fences as well.  Simple 
utilitarian fences enclose some back yards.  Most fences and walls closely follow the property line.  Preservation 
and repair of existing fences and walls is preferable to their replacement or removal.

Whereas low retaining walls, low hedges, and open fences are appropriate for front yards, privacy fences and 
taller walls in rear side yards and back yards can provide desirable visual screening of parking areas or mechan-
ical equipment from the street.  Traditional materials such as wood or brick are recommended for privacy walls 
and fences.  It is not appropriate to use contemporary fence or wall materials, such as vinyl or chain link fencing, 
in the historic district.

The introduction of new fences or walls in the district is reviewed according to the appropriateness of their design, 
materials, size, details, and color to the specific site and surroundings, as well as the appropriateness of their lo-
cation and height.  The commission requires a site plan locating the fence or the wall configuration and a scaled 
elevation drawing or a photograph of any proposed fencing.

Care and Maintenance

Appropriate ways to preserve fences include the following, but always check with the Administrative Officer of 
the Historic District Commission to see if your work will require a COA. 

• Inspect fences and walls regularly for signs of deterioration or moisture damage.

• Keep all joinery adequately sealed to avoid moisture damage.

• Maintain a sound film on all elements that were traditionally painted.

• Follow the guidelines for maintenance of masonry, wood, or architectural metals where applicable.

• Remove any vegetation that is uprooting posts or causing other structural damage.

• Maintain hedges by trimming them and eliminating vegetation that threatens their health.

FENCES AND WALLS 

675. Site Features and District Standards



68 Hammond, Louisiana

GUIDELINES FOR FENCES AND WALLS
1. Original fences and walls must be retained 

and preserved to the fullest extent possible.

2. All architectural features that are charac-
ter-defining elements of original fences and 
walls, including gates, pillars, hardware, dec-
orative pickets, and rails must be retained and 
preserved to the fullest extent possible.

3. Historic fence and wall material must be re-
tained and preserved to the fullest extent 
possible.  If replacement is deemed to be 
necessary by a preservation professional, new 
material that matches the historic material in 
composition, size, shape, color, pattern, and 
texture must be used. Substitute material may 
be considered if they exactly match these 
characteristics.  Any applications for substitute 
materials must include a material sample.

4. If replacement of a fence or a wall element 
is deemed to be necessary by a preservation 
professional, replacement must be limited to 
only the deteriorated element.  Any replace-
ment must match the original in size, scale, 
proportion, material, texture, and detail.

5. Unpainted wall or fence materials that were 
not historically coated should not be painted 
or otherwise coated.

6. If a new fence or wall is to be constructed, the 
design must be based on accurate documen-
tation of a historic fence or wall, or must be a 
new design compatible with the historic char-
acter of the building and the district.

7. New picket fences must be substantially open 
in character, and painted white or a color ap-
propriate to the color of the building.

8. Generally, new fences or walls should be con-
structed to follow property lines and not to 
abut existing structures.

9. Front and side yard fences generally shall not 
exceed three (3) feet in height.  Special excep-
tions may be considered for public or commer-
cial properties.  When measuring fence height, 
consider all fence elements including posts

10. Rear yard fences shall not exceed six (6) feet in 
height and may not extend forward of the rear 
wall of the structure. 

11. Elements or details must not be added to a 
fence or a wall in an attempt to create a false 
historical appearance.

12. Contemporary fence or wall materials, such 
as vinyl and chain link fencing that were not 
historically available and are inconsistent with 
the character of the district are not permitted.

13. Whenever possible, existing chain link fences 
should be screened with vegetation, such as 
climbing vines, ivy, or shrubbery.

14. Utilitarian fences are not permitted in the front 
yard.  Restrict utilitarian fences to rear yards, 
and screen them from view.

15. Fences or walls higher than 3 feet may not be 
used to screen front yards. Privacy fences must 
be limited to side and rear yards and not ex-
ceed 6 feet in height. If possible, use wooden 
privacy fences to screen parking areas, me-
chanical equipment, or other intrusive site fea-
tures on residential properties.  Relate privacy 
fences and walls for commercial buildings to 
the materials of the building or adjacent fenc-
es and walls.


