
Overview

The introduction of additions compatible with historic buildings in the district is acceptable if the addition does 
not visually overpower the original building, compromise its historic character, or destroy any significant features 
and materials.  Any alteration of existing structures should include the preservation of historic architectural fea-
tures seen on the building.  New construction, while hopefully creative and innovative in nature, should relate to 
these historical design elements, and follow certain patterns of design set forth by the existing historic buildings. 
By placing additions on inconspicuous elevations and limiting their size and height, the integrity of the original 
buildings can be maintained.  It is important to differentiate the addition from the original building so that the 
original form is not lost or confounded.  Additions should be designed so that they can be removed in the future 
without significant damage to the historic building or loss of historic materials.  Also, as with any new construction 
project, the addition’s impact on the site in terms of loss of important landscape features must be considered.

The compatibility of proposed additions with historic buildings will be reviewed in terms of the mass, the scale, 
the materials, the color, the roof form, and the proportion and the spacing of windows and doors.  Additions that 
echo the style of the original structure and additions that introduce compatible contemporary design are both 
acceptable.
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GUIDELINES FOR ADDITIONS

1. Additions must be constructed so that there is 
the least possible loss of historic fabric. Char-
acter-defining features of the historic build-
ing must not be obscured, damaged, or de-
stroyed.

2. The size and the scale of additions must be lim-
ited so that they do not visually overpower his-
toric buildings.

3. Additions must be located as inconspicuously 
as possible, on the rear or least character de-
fining elevation of historic buildings.

4. Additions must be designed so that they are 
differentiated from the historic building.  It is not 
appropriate to duplicate the form, the materi-
al, the style, and the detail of the historic build-
ing so closely that the integrity of the original 
building is lost, confused or compromised.
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GUIDELINES FOR NEW GARAGES & OUTBUILDINGS

1. The proportion and the height of new garages 
and outbuildings must be compatible with the 
proportion and the height of historic garages 
and outbuildings in the district.

2. New garages and outbuildings must use roof 
forms, materials, and details compatible with 
the main building or historic outbuildings in the 
district.  “New Construction” guidelines apply.  
It is not appropriate to construct prefabricated 
metal storage buildings in the historic district.

3. New garages and outbuildings must be 
located in the rear yard and in traditional 
relationship to the main building.

4. New garages and outbuildings may not be 
located in front of the main building unless 
such a location is historically accurate for a 
specific site.

GUIDELINES FOR ADDITIONS (CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

5. Additions must be designed so that they are 
compatible with the historic building in mass, 
materials, color, and proportion and spacing 
of windows and doors.  Either reference design 
motifs from the historic building, or introduce a 
contemporary design that is compatible with 
the historic building.

6. For the predominant material of the addition, 
a material that is visually compatible with the 
historic materials of the original building, such 
as brick, stone, stucco, or wooden siding, must 
be used. Imitation masonry, vinyl and alumi-
num sidings are prohibited, but fiber cement or 
other composite siding may be considered.

7. The roof form must be compatible with the his-
toric building and consistent with contributing 
roof forms in the historic district.

8. The foundation height and the eave lines of 
additions must generally align with those of the 
historic building.

9. Additions must be designed and installed to 
minimize damage the historic fabric and make 
future removal possible. 


