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BUILDING GUIDELINES FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION

1. The height of the proposed building must be 
compatible with the height of historic buildings 
on the block or the street, not varying more 
than ten percent from their average height.  
The height of proposed features not intended 
for human occupancy, such as chimneys, stee-
ples, spires, and cupolas, shall be reviewed on 
an individual basis.

2. The proportion (ratio of the height to the width) 
of the proposed building’s front elevation must 
be compatible with the proportion of contribut-
ing front elevations in the district.

3. New windows and doors must be compatible 
in proportion, shape, position, location, pat-
tern, and size with windows and doors of con-
tributing structures in the district.  However, they 
should not exactly duplicate historic windows.

4. The roof shape  and proportion of the proposed 
building must be consistent with roof shapes in 
the district: gable, hip, gambrel, flat, and man-
sard.

5. The predominant material of the proposed 
building must be visually consistent with histor-
ic materials in the district: brick, stone, stucco, 
glass, metal, and wood.  Imitation masonry, 
vinyl and aluminum sidings are prohibited, but 
fiber cement or other composite siding may be 
considered.

6. The predominant texture of the proposed build-
ing must be consistent with the texture of mate-
rials of contributing structures in the district.

7. The scale (the relationship of a building’s mass 
and details to the human figure) of the pro-
posed building must be compatible with the 
scale of contributing structures in the district.

8. Architectural details of the proposed building 
must complement (not detract from or clash 
with) the architectural details of contributing 
structures in the district.

9. Contemporary design that does not directly 
copy from historic buildings in the district but 
is compatible with them in height, proportion, 
roof shape, material, texture, scale, detail, and 
color, is strongly recommended.
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GUIDELINES FOR COMMERCIAL INFILL AND STOREFRONTS
1.  Contemporary designs that respect the scale, 

proportions, and setbacks of surrounding build-
ings and storefronts are encouraged.

2.  Designs that draw on historic styles must re-
spect the character of Hammond.  The majori-
ty of Hammond’s standing building stock dates 
to the late nineteenth century and twentieth 
century.  Its commercial area relates to the 
development of the railroad in this era and 
the surrounding residences display a variety 
of period styles. The imitation of historic styles 
that have no precedence in Hammond, such 
as the Colonial and Creole influences of New 
Orleans’ French Quarter are strictly prohibited.

3.  Hammond storefronts dating from the turn of 
the century usually exhibited recessed entries.  
Today the remaining recessed entries add 
character to the downtown.  By recessing an 
area in each building, a certain rhythm of sol-
ids (the buildings) to voids (their entries) is cre-
ated, which adds interest to the street.  These 
recessed entries should be preserved.  Resto-
ration of recessed entries is encouraged.  (See 
following page for images of facade types.)

 a. Façade Type A – The façade at storefront 
level is characterized by a center door-
way, flanked by two obliquely placed 
display windows which form the funnel-like 
recessed area.  Large display windows 
appear at either side of this entry area, and 
are positioned parallel to the street.  

b. Façade Type B – This storefront type in-
cludes the same recessed entry configura-
tion as Type A, but has an added doorway 
that leads to the second story.

c. Façade Type C – Also commonly seen on 
buildings which faced an intersection of 
two streets was the corner entry.  In this 
case, the entry door was positioned at an 
oblique angle to the 90 degree angle of 
the intersection.

4.  Commercial roofs were traditionally obscured 
from view by the cornice work on buildings, a 
precedent that should be continued.

5.   The following are the standard historic propor-
tions, sizes, and numbers of plate glass and 
wall openings per building which may be emu-
lated in new designs.

a. Windows
  1.)  Proportions, sizes and orientation 

-   Roughly a 2:1 proportion existed among 
most second story windows, with typical 
sizes ranging from 2’X5’ to 3’X6’.  This typical 
2:1 proportion, and the approximate size 
range, should be retained, as should the 
vertical orientation of the windows.

2.) Numbers of windows per story – Facades of 
the majority of Hammond buildings dating 
from the early 20th century are 25’ in width.  
There normally appear 3 to 4 windows (of 
the size mentioned above) in each story 
of buildings this width.  Double width build-
ings display 6 to 8 windows.  This precedent 
should be retained.

3.)  Design Motifs – Most existing original 
windows in Hammond display the typical 
rectangular double hung windows, with 
jack arch lintels.  A design feature once 
very strong in Hammond was that of the 
arch used in several buildings that dis-
played touches of Italianate Revival design.  
Restoration of arched windows and lintels 
is strongly recommended.  Use of multi-
paned windows on commercial buildings 
was not a typical practice in the early 20th 
century and should be discouraged.

4.)  Transoms – Transom windows were found 
immediately over the storefront on the 
majority of Hammond’s buildings (See figure 
4-9).  Existing transoms should not be ob-
scured from view outside the building.  It is 
encouraged that transoms be restored.

b. Doors 
 1.) Placement and number – Double doors 

were often found in the center of the store-
front, recessed from the front façade.  They 
were off center if there was a single door 
leading to the second story included in the 
storefront design. (See figure 4-11.)

 2.) Design Motifs – The wooden doors often 
had a similar proportion of glass to wood 
that was seen in the storefront; there was 
considerably more glass in evidence than 
wood.  Stained glass was used infrequently, 
although it was used and is appropriate for 
use today.  Clear glass is preferred.
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Façade Type A Façade Type B Façade Type C

The façade at storefront level
is characterized by a center
doorway, flanked by two
obliquely placed display
windows which form the fun-
nel-like recessed area. Large
display windows appear at ei-
ther side of this entry area, and
are positioned parallel to the
street.

This storefront type includes the
same recessed entry configu-
ration as Type A, but has an
added doorway that leads to
the second story.

Also commonly seen on build-
ings which faced an intersec-
tion of two streets was the cor-
ner entry.  In this case, the en-
try door was positioned at an
oblique angle to the 90 de-
gree angle of the intersection.

SITE GUIDELINES FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION

1. The setback of the proposed building must be 
consistent with the setback of adjacent district 
buildings or nearby district buildings fronting on 
the same street.

2. The distance between the proposed building 
and adjacent district buildings must be com-
patible with the spacing between existing dis-
trict buildings fronting on the same street.

3. The orientation of the proposed building’s front 
elevation to the street must be consistent with 
the orientation of other existing buildings’ front 
elevations to the street.

4. The proposed ground cover or paving treat-

ment for the site must be compatible with the 
ground covers or the paving treatments histor-
ically found in the district.

5. All proposed site features and secondary struc-
tures, including garages, outbuildings, fences, 
walls, and landscaping masses, must be com-
patible with site features and secondary struc-
tures in the district.

6. All proposed exterior lighting and signage must 
meet the pertinent guidelines for design.

7. Disturbance of the terrain in the historic district 
must be minimized to reduce the possibility of 
destroying unknown archaeological materials 
and habitation levels.


