
Overview

When introducing new mechanical and electrical equipment and lines, care must be taken that historic features 
of the building are not damaged or obscured.  All such equipment should be located in the least visible location 
and appropriately screened.  Window air-conditioning units are acceptable in the district, but they should be 
located as inconspicuously as possible.  Portable air conditioners are preferable.  Large antenna and satellite 
dishes are intrusive, and inconsistent with the residential character of the historic district.  Solar panels, like other 
new equipment, should be installed in as unobtrusive a manner as possible.  

Sustainability Note

Many features of historic buildings are inherently energy efficient.  For example, operable transoms, windows, 
awnings, and shutters provide opportunities for conserving energy.  See windows and doors section for informa-
tion on energy efficiency and windows.  Enclosed vestibules, extending porches, and even plantings help buffer 
historic interiors from the elements.  Capitalizing on energy-efficient historic features and sensitively retrofitting 
historic buildings can maximize their energy conserving potential.
Resources:

Preservation Brief 3: Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings
 http://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/3-improve-energy-efficiency.htm
NPS, Technical Preservation Services, Solar Panels on Historic Buildings
 http://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability/new-technology/solar-on-historic.htm
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GUIDELINES FOR UTILITIES AND RETROFIT

1. New mechanical equipment such as heating 
and air conditioning units in must be installed 
in areas and spaces requiring the least amount 
of alteration to the appearance and the ma-
terials of the building. The equipment must be 
screened from public view.

2. Exposed exterior pipes, wires, meters, and fuel 
tanks must be located on rear elevations or 
along an inconspicuous side of the building 
and screened from view.

3. It is strongly encouraged that existing equip-

ment in the public view be relocated when 
possible or screened from view.

4. Vents and mechanical connections through 
historic foundations or walls must be located 
on non-character defining elevations or incon-
spicuously on side or rear walls where they will 
not be visible from the street.

5. Window air-conditioning units must be located 
on rear or inconspicuous elevations whenever 
possible.  The use of portable air conditioners is 
preferred.
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GUIDELINES FOR UTILITIES AND RETROFIT (CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

6. Installation of large antennas and satellite dish-
es is not permitted.

7. Satellite dishes less than 24” in diameter, less 
than 5’ tall, and not visible from the street shall 
be permitted.

8. New solar panels shall be located on non-char-
acter-defining slopes.  Designs that are as un-
obtrusive as possible are strongly encouraged.  
Installation shall not deface or damage the 
historic fabric.


