
Overview

Cast iron, wrought iron, copper, sheet metal, aluminum, steel, and bronze are all traditional architectural 
metals that contribute to the architectural character of historic buildings through their distinctive forms, finishes, 
and details.  Throughout the district distinctive elements of cast, wrought, pressed, or rolled of metal can be 
found.  These include cornices, canopies, fences, gates, columns, balustrades, hardware, gutters, downspouts, 
pressed-metal shingle roofs, and standing seam roofs.  On many commercial buildings, pressed or cast metal 
forms the character defining features.

Care and Maintenance

Appropriate ways to preserve architectural metals include the following, but always check with the 
Administrative Officer of the Historic District Commission to see if your work will require a COA.

• Monitor metal for cracks and signs of deterioration or corrosion.

• Clean metal when necessary to remove corrosion before repainting or coating.

• Maintain a sound paint film or other coating on metals that corrode.

• Repair original architectural metal elements and details by patching, splicing, consolidating, or otherwise 
reinforcing deteriorated sections.
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GUIDELINES FOR ARCHITECTURAL METALS
1. Original architectural metals, including cast 

iron, wrought iron, steel, pressed tin, copper, 
aluminum, and zinc, as well as their finishes 
must be retained and preserved to the fullest 
extent possible.

2. Metal features that are character-defining el-
ements of a historic building or site, including 
fences, gates, cornices, canopies, rails, roofs, 
gutters, downspouts, flues, and hardware must 
be retained and preserved to the fullest extent 
possible.

3. If replacement of any metal fabric is deter-
mined by a preservation professional to be 
necessary, any new metal must match the 
original in composition, dimension, shape, de-
tail, and texture. Substitute material may be 
considered only if the original material is not 
technically feasible.

4. Any replacement must be limited to only that 
which is absolutely necessary.  Removal of 
sound material is not permitted.

5. Use the gentlest means possible to clean his-
toric architectural metals, including appropri-
ate chemical solutions for soft metals and wire 
brushing or handscraping for hard metals.

6. Use of high pressure abrasive techniques like 
sandblasting is not permitted for the cleaning 
of soft metals, such as lead, copper, tin, zinc, 
and terneplate. If wire brushing and hand-
scraping prove ineffective in cleaning hard 
metals, such as steel, cast iron, and wrought 
iron, dry-grit blasting may be used if it will not 
damage the metal surface.  All surrounding 
materials must be protected from dry-grit blast-
ing.  Consultation with an architectural conser-
vator is recommended for such treatments.
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