
Overview

The variety of ways in which wood can be shaped and finished make it a typical material for creating a range 
of architectural elements and details that contribute to the character of historic buildings.  Through carving, 
sawing, planing, and splitting, wood can be fashioned into such diverse elements as columns, balustrades, 
cornices, shingles, clapboards, panels, flooring, and brackets.  Wooden features often add decorative or 
stylistic detail to historic structures while functioning in quite pragmatic ways.

Frame houses with clapboard siding and wooden porches are typical of the historic district. Substitute materials 
for wooden siding and trim, such as vinyl and aluminum do not provide the same dimension, shape, texture, 
scale, and detail as the wooden fabric.  The introduction of such substitute materials often results in damage to 
original wooden elements while compromising the character of a historic building.  Consequently, their use in 
the historic district is not appropriate.

Sustainability Note

Wood is a traditional building material with good insulating qualities.  It will last indefinitely if it is kept 
properly caulked and painted.  The old growth wood that was used to construct historic buildings is a nearly 
irreplaceable resource.  That wood possesses tight growth rings that lend it a density and durability not found 
in today’s typical lumber stock.  Therefore it is very desirable to retain, rather than replace this precious and 
superior material.  

Care and Maintenance

Appropriate ways to preserve wood include the following, but always check with the Administrative Officer of 
the Historic District Commission to see if your work will require a COA. 

• Inspect wood surfaces and features regularly for signs of damage from moisture, insects, fungi, or 
mildew.

• Monitor the condition of wood surfaces and features. Note: Both the peeling of paint and the widening 
of wood joints may create the false appearance of deteriorated wood.

• Keep wood joinery adequately sealed to avoid water penetration.

• Repair original wooden elements and details by patching, splicing, consolidating, or otherwise 
reinforcing deteriorated sections.

• Maintain a slope on horizontal wood surfaces, such as porch flooring or window sills, to ensure that water 
does not collect but runs off.
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• Maintain roofs, gutters, and downspouts to protect wood surfaces and features from water damage.

• Prime all exposed wood surfaces before painting.

• Maintain a sound paint film or other coating on wood to prevent damage from ultraviolet light and 
moisture.

• Avoid overexposing wood surfaces to caustic chemical strippers that will raise the grain of the wood 
and roughen the surface texture.
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GUIDELINES FOR WOOD

1. Original wooden siding, trim, and details 
as well as their paints and finishes must be 
retained and preserved to the fullest extent 
possible.

2. All wooden features that are character-
defining elements of a historic building, 
such as siding, shingles, brackets, cornices, 
balustrades, columns, pediments, and 
architraves must be retained and preserved 
to the fullest extent possible.

3. If repair or replacement of any piece of a 
wooden element deemed to be necessary 
by a preservation professional, the repair 
or replacement must be limited to minimal 
amount necessary.  Replacemnt of sound 
material is not permitted.

4. If replacement of any piece of a wooden 
element deemed to be necessary by a 
preservation professional, new wood that 
matches the original in dimension, shape, 
detail, and texture must be used.  Use of 
alternative materials may be considered in 
special situations: applications must present 
a comparison with the use of the original 
material and reasons for selecting a different 
material for consideration.

5. Pressure washing, sandblasting, and other 
high-pressure cleaning methods are not 
approved for use on wood.


